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The following Safety Alert contains content from an external source which is relevant to MWH 

Treatment Operations. 
 

What Happened? 

Inspections of ASTRO BOD FAST, ASTRO SIT FAST and CANYON GUIDE harnesses are required 

following the detection of a defect on the gated opening attachment point of an ASTRO harness. Due 

to the risk of unintentional opening of this attachment point, which could result in a life-threatening 

situation, we ask you to stop any use of these harnesses and to carry out immediately the following 

inspection. 

 

How it Happened 

Manufacturing defect. 

 

Actions Taken 

• Petzl advise that use of these 

harness be stopped with 

immediate effect and any such 

harness be placed in quarantine 

pending further inspection. See 

Petzl information sheet provided 

with this Red Brief 

• Thorough inspection by SQEP 

Individual following Petzl 

instructions on information sheet 

provided with this Red Brief 

Key Learning Points 

Defect is due to a poor machining process of the metal D. This can cause the pin to slide completely 

sideways, despite the presence of the 2 screws. This situation presents a risk of death due to strangulation 

or falling from height. 

 

Actions to be Taken 

1. ASTRO BOD FAST, ASTRO SIT FAST and CANYON GUIDE harnesses to be removed from use, 

placed in Quarantine for inspection and reported  

2. ASTRO BOD FAST, ASTRO SIT FAST and CANYON GUIDE harnesses to be inspected by on site 

3. Cascade information to contract partners 

Safety Alert 24-03 Petzl Harness 
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Safety Alerts should not be thought of as an incident investigation report.  They are issued to raise awareness of incidents 

that occur and to highlight the safe work practices required to avoid them being repeated. 
Authorised by: Zoe Robertson Date: 23/01/2024 

Distribution list: Operations, Capital Delivery, Contractors, and Executive Management Team 

MWHT Requirements. 

Actions 

• Always follow your Safe System of Work 

• Always remember the Lifesaving Commitments 

• Follow the advice contained in this Safety Alert 

• Ensure you complete a Safe Start card at the start of your shift 

• If in DOUBT STOP WORK and seek advice from your supervisor 

• Report all Incidents or “Improve Its” 
 

Manager:  Project No:  

Date:  Project:  

BRIEFING RECORD: I HAVE UNDERSTOOD THE BRIEFING ON THIS SAFETY INFORMATION AND AGREE TO 
COMPLY WITH MWHT REQUIREMENTS. 
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